National

Aribune.

i

ONE DOLLAR A YEAR.

WASHINGTON, D. C, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1909.

VOL. XXIX—NO. 49—WHOLE NUMBE

ABPRAHAM
LINCOLN

(Copyright, 1505, by John MecEiroy.)
By JOUN

CHAPTER XXXVL

Lincoln as a Christian,

In his intcresting book, “Civil War
Days” Gen. Jas. F. Rusling tells of |
Lincoln's devout falth in the protection
and assistance of the Almighty:

“The next time I saw Mr. Lincoln
was on Sunday, July §, 1863 —the Sun-
day after the battles of G+ burg and |
Vicksburg—and it happened in this
wize: Gettysburg was fought on July 1,
2 and 3, 1863. In the great conflict of
Thursday, July 2 (held by many to
have been the real battle of Gettysburg,
because of the heavy fighting and tre-
mendous Confederate losses, which
sapped the life of Gen. Lee's army),
Gen. Daniel E. Sickles, of New York,
commanding the Third Corps, had lost
his right leg, and on the Sunday follow-
ing (July 5) arrived !n Washington, D.
C., with his leg amputated above the
knee. He was taken to a private dwell-
ing on F street, nearly opposite the Eb-
bitt House, and here I found him in a
front room on the first floor, resting on |
a hospital stretcher, when T called to
see him about 8 p. m. I was then a
Lieutenant-Colonel on his staff, and
maturally anxious to see my chief.

|Eunbeat or two here, and even went so

T

SicELROY.

Was=h-

n

gome of the Cabinet talked
ington’s being captured, and ordered

ar-

g0,

some Government
und wanted me to
Stanton and Wells

far send
chives aboarnd,
ton, but I refusaed.
I bhelieve, were ith “stampedoed™ sor
what, and Seward, 1 reckan, But
1 said, “No, gentlemen, we are all right,
and we are going to win at Getiyshurg,”
and we did, right handsomely No,
Gen. Sickles, 1 had no fears of Geltys-
burg.”

* *Why not, Mr. President? How was
that? Pretty much everybody down
here, we heard, was more or less pan-
icky."

as

1,

Grant—"TIncle Sam
humorously on the
last name). There is a great deal to
him, firet and last. And, heaven help-
ing me, unless something happens more
than 1 see now, I mean to stand by
Grant a good while yvet.'

* 8o, then, have no fears about
Vicksburg, el . Mr. President? add-
ed Goen. Sickies.

“‘Well, no; I can't say that T have,’
replied Mr. Lincoln, very soberly. "The
fact is—but don't say anything about
this, either, just mow—I have been
praying to Almizhty God for Vieksburg
also, I have wrestied with Him, and
tald Him how m 1 we need the Mis-
sisgippl, and how it ought to flow un-
vexed to the s=a, and how that great
Valley ought to be forever free, and 1
rechkon He understands the whole busi-
nvss down there “from A o i
have done the very best 1 couald to help
Gen, Grant along, and all the rest of
our Generals, the some of them don’t
think =0, and now it s Kind of borne in

me that somehow or other we are
ing to win at Vicksburg, toe. I can't
tell how soon, but 1 believe we wilk
For this will save the Missigsippi and
bhisect the Confederacey, and be in line
with God’s lnwe besides. And if Grant
only does this thing down there—I1 don’t
care much how, so he does It right—
why, Grant is my man, and I am his
the rest of this war”
“0Of course, Mr. Lineoln did not then

Grant—TI. s
Grant”™ (dwelling

| know that Vicksburg had already fallen,

on July 4, and that a United States gun
boat was then speeding its way up the

“*Yes, I expect, and a good many
more than will own up now. But, act-
ually, Gen. Sickles, 1 had no fears of
Gettysburg, and if you really want to
know I will tell you why. Of course,
I don't want you and Col. Rusling here
to say anything about this—at least not
now. People might laugh if it got eut,
yvou know. But the fact is, in the very
pinch of the campaign thers, I went to
my room one day, and got down en my
knees, and praved Almighty God for
victary at Gettysburg. I told Him that
this was His country, and the war was

|

Mississippi to Calro with the glorious
news that was soon to thriil the coun-
try and the civilized world thru and
thro. Gettveburg and Vicksburg! Our
great twin Union vicltories! What were
they not to us in that fateful Summer
of 18657 And what would have hap-
pened to the American Republie had
both gone the other way? Of course, 1
do not pretend to say
Lincoln's falth and prayers saved Get-
rsburg and Vicksburg: but they cer-
tainly Jdil not do the Union any harm.
And to hlm his serene confidence in

LINCOLN'S INTERVIEW WITH GEN. SICKLES.

*We had not been talking long when
his Orderly announced His Excellency
the Presldent, and Immediately after-
ward Mr. Lincoln walked into the room,
aceompanied by his gon "Tad,” then a
lzd of perhaps 10 or 12 yeurs He woas
staying out at the Soldiers’ Home, hut,
having learned of Gen. Sickles's arrival
In Washington, rode {in on horseback to
call on him, with a squad of c v RS
escort. They shook hands cord L bt
pathetically, and It was easy Lo sce that
both held ezch other in high estesmn.
They were both born politicians. They
both loved the Union and
heartily, and Sickles had already shown
such high qualities, both as staesman
and soldier, that Linceln had been quick
to perceive hig welght and value in the
great struggle then shaking the Naton.
Besides, Sickles was a War Democ-at,
astute and able, and Mr. Lincoln wasx
100 shrewd a Republican to prss anv of
these by in those perilous war days

“Greetings over, Mr. Lincoln dropr-«
intc a chalr, and, crossing his prodiglious
arms and legs. goon fcll to questionng |
Sickles as to all the phases of ‘hie com- |
bat at Gettysburg. He asial, first, of |
course, as to Gen, Sickles's own ghavtly |
wound; when and how -t happoned, sand |
how he was getting on, «nd encouraged |
himi; then passed next to our great |
casunlties there, and how the wounded
were being cared [or, and finally came
to the magnitude and i icanee of
the victory there, and what Gen. Meade
propoged to do with .t

*Sickles, recumbent on his stretcher,
with a cigar between his lingers, pufling
it leigurely, answered Mr. Lincoln In
detall, but warily, as became 50 astute
a2 man and scldier, and discussed the
great battle and its probalide conse-
quences with a lucldity and ability re-
markable In his condition then, en-
fechled and exhausted as he was Tw Lhe
shock and danger of such a wourd and
amputation. Occasionally he  would
wince with pain, and call sharply 19 his
Orderly to wet his fevered stump with

His war, but that we really couldn’t
stand another Fredericksburg or Chan-
cellorsville. And then and there T made
a sgolemn vow with my Maker that if
He would stand by you boys at Getiys-
burg 1 would stand by Him."

“*‘And after thus wrestling with the
Almighty In prayer, I don't know how
it was, and It Is pot for meé to explain,
but, somehow or other, a8 sweet com-
fort crept into my soul that God Al-
mighty had taken the whaole business |
there into His own hands, snd we were
bound to win ut Gettysburg! And lld-'
did stand by you boys at Gd_-'ll;'_-;hurlz.l
and now I will stand by Him. No, Gen. !
Sickles. 1 had no fears of Getiysburg.
and that 1= the why.'

“Mr. Lincoln sald all this with great
=0iemnity and impressiveness, almost
a5 Moses might have spoken when he
came down from Sinal. When he had
conciuded there was & pause in the
conversation that nobody seemed dis-
posed to break. Mr. Lincoln especially
secmed to bhe communing with the In-
finite One again. The first to speak
was Gen. Sickles, who, between the
puffs of his cigar presently resumed, as
follows:

= awell,
thinking
181 nre
there ?”
“*Oh,’

Mr. President, what are
about Vicksburg nowadays
things getting along down

yvou
"

answered Mr. Lincoln, very |

water. But he never droppel his cizar
nor lost the thread of his narraiive,
nor missed the polnt of their discus
gion. His intellect certainly seemed as
strong and astute as cver, and !n an
acquaintance with him of now over Z5
yenrs I never zaw 1 workk mora accu-
vrately and keenly, IHe certainly gaot his
side of the story of Getwwsbure well
fnte the President’s mind and heart
that Sunday afterncon, and this Coupst-
less stood him in good stead afte-waad,
when Meade proupoizd to court-martii
him for fighting so nagniticently, iIf un-
gkilfully (which remiins to Le proved),
on that bleody and historic Jaly 2.

N, replied Honest OId Abe: 'no
we can't do that, Gen. Sickles may
have érred; we are all linble to. Liu*, at
any rate, he fought superhl; He pave
his leg—his life slmost—Jfor the Union.
And now there is glory encusgsh to go
around for all’

“When Mr, Linceln’s Inquiries seemed
ended Gen. Bickles, after a puff or two
of his clgar in sllenece, resumed the con-
versation substantially as follows:

“sWell, Mr. President, I beg pardon,
but what did you think about (iettys-
burg? What wes your opinjon of things
while we were campalgning and lght-
ing up there?

*“*0Oh,” replied Mr. Lincoln, ‘T 4didn’t
think much about it. I was not much
concerned about you.'

**You were not?’ rejolngl Sickles,
It amazed. ‘'Why, we h&frd that you
Washington folks were a good deal ex-
clted, and you certainly had zood cause
1 be, for it was “nip and tuck”™ with us
& good deal of the time.'

“‘Yes, 1 know that. And I suppose
Bome of us were a little rattled. Indeed,

-

&S

CLEMENT L. VALLANDIGHAM,

gravely, ‘1 don't quite know.
stil]l pegging awny down there. Asg we
used to say out in Ilinopis, I think he
will make a spoon or spoil a horn bhe-
fore he gets thru, Some of our folks
think him slow, and want me to removye
hin:e. But, to tell the truth, 1 kKind of
like U, 8. Grant. He doesn’t worry and
bother me. He Isn't shricking for rein-
forcements all the time, He takes what
traops we ean safely give him, consider-
ing our big job all arcund—and we
have a pretty big job in this war—and
does the best he can with what he has
got, and doesn't grumble and scold all

Grant 1s

there because of these was
and a joy most beautiful
on that memorable July

victaory
comfort
hehold
1563,

to
5.

The Draft Riots,

It had become necessary to order
drafts in many of the States to fill up
the depleted armies, and this afforded
an opportunity for the exhibition of the
most venomous Copperheadism,  Noth-
ing was left undoene to Inflame the
minds of the people against having
their sons dragged away to be “butch-
ered for the sake of the nigger.” Even
in Pennsylvania troops had to be em-

HORATIO SEYMOUIR,

ployed at times to enforce the draft,
und In some parts of Ohio, Indiana and
Illinois there was temporarily & condi-
tion of civil war. In New York the
Confederate emissaries and the officers
of the Knights of the Golden Cirele got
in thelr work maost effectively, inciting
terrible riots, in which officers and sol-
itlers were killed, negros mossacred, a
negro orphan asylum burned, and for
three dayvs the ity was in the hands
of the lowest and worst elements,
Troops were gsent from the Army of the
Potomae directly after the battle of
Gettysburg to restore order and protect
property.

The Battle of Chicknmauga.

The more hopeful feellng in the coun-
try which had followed the victories in
July was rudely shaken by news from
the great central army—that of the
Cumberland. After driving Bragg out
of Tulluhoma, Gen. Roseerans, by a
strategy of the highest order, had
manuvered his opponent out of Chatta-
nooga, the great objective for which the
Army of the Cumberlund had been
fighting and marching for two long
yvears. Thi= made a trlumph of the
supremest character, and had Roso-
cruns becen content with It his laurels
would have been bright indeed. But
Roscerans, llke all geniuses, was uncer-
taln, and his six months of absolute
idleness at Murfreesboro were now suc-
ceeded by a feverish and restless activ-

[ -

the while. Yes, I confess, 1 llke Gen.

(Continued on page two.)
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There are sounds of popmlar turmoll

that Abraham |

a|

| out of the West. The reports are rapidly
straying inte Washlington. They are the
aftermath of Tafll Progress across
thut wide belt, wherein the Insurgents
dwell. He has traverséd thelr country
|and passed to the farther side, where
men of the dominant party are more in
accord with him.

As he penctrated the Insurgent terri-
|tory the President spoke his mind, Iie
tulked of tariff, of revision in railroad-
rate regulation, and in restraint of
iir:ltlo. He announced himselfl on the
;l--p:;ll}:aing of the boveott, on the reor-
|ganization of the Interstate Commerce
|Commission, so that there should be a
(United States Circuit Court of five te
hear railroad appeals, very like the
Customs Court of Appeals which Con-
|gTess, with his full approval, authorized
last Winter. Incidentally he talked
!qunr- a bit about speeding the processes
of the courts so that justice may be had
carlier—a theme he accentuated hefere
|the lawyers of Bath County, Va., the
{ was a Presidentinl eandi-

the

IHlmm:vr he
(date, and yet again when he and Bryan
in the very hight of the campaign were
guests of commercial bodies in Chicago.
And he has come out In very emphat-
terms for the Roogsevelt conservation
podicies, and in a special statement in-
formed Chief Forester Gifford Pinchot
at Salt Lake City that he be
spared from the Forestry Qureaun. The
President has, In fact, nsw outlined
about all the leading policies of his Ad-
|ministrution, as these policles have de-
‘hl'-ln-al date, aftér a SBummer of

= consultation with members of his
|Cabinet regarding those policies. While
he has been out uposn the road only
tbout two weeks, he has sald many
very Interesting things for the edifica-
tion of all the people. No woniler all
eyes are upon the West and will be up-
on the West more than evor
Presidential train eircles up into YWash-

I

cannot

Lo

and starts on the homeward trip.
A Good Ieal! That Is New.

The President has sald a deal that is
new, altho he has talked mostly upon
old subjects. That was to he exjpecled,
for there are no new jssues, and the
issues uppermost are those he inherited
from Roosevelt and from the campaign.
A uminous sequel of comment and
criilcism will follow—IJs, ns n matier of
ract, already proceeding:. TIhe Presi-
dent expected as much, probiasiy hoped
for comment and criticlsm, becavsee in
that way public sentiment 1s quickened
and crystallized. By the ttme ho swings
around Into Dixie Land he may Le nble
to ascertaln with some precision just
whiut character and degrees of =susport
hie various propositions “or solving leg-
islative and executive problems will
have. It will be to his advantagze to
have this Information. It will guide
him |n the Winter's efforig,

It {8 plain now, wvhen the President
has been s0 short & time away, that the
eriticlsm of his serisg of epeechies will
not be altegether rriendly or favorable,
This does not eignify, however, that
conclusions of Presidential unpopularity
should be jumped at or that the Admin-
istration {8 skirting dangerous shoals.
It is fairer to infer that Mr. Taft is
passing thru the eritical period which
cvery new President has fo Tace, He is
a different man than President Roose-
velt. The latter has a personidity that
greatly entertained the multitudes, They
bociame tremendously jafatuated with
him, 1dolized him, and cannot quickly

ftch to & new favorltes In that re-

‘d President Novusevelt was an ex-
dingly ditficult man 1o follow in the
White House.

The country

nlways to get

must have'a yvear or two
aciquaintesd with a new
President. It does not get well ac-
juainted with him ag g Presidential
candidete, much as there is printed
about a Presidential candidate in the
newspapers and magazines and much
as he wppears in public places. The
process s a slow one for the people. It
wns slow in the case of Roosevelt. When
McKinley died he was g much-belovedd
man among Americans, and had been
for a long time. But McKinley had
been President two or three yvears he-
fore the masses began to show strong
affection for him,

On a Lonely Eminence.

On the lunely emingnee of the Presi-
dency Mr. Taft has 1o wark out his
own popularity, as MeKinley and Roose-
velt had to do. Of pyurge, he may not
win great popularjty, but there is no
reason yet for such gn inference be-
cause of his 1wo weeks of journeying in
the West. The people will, get some-
thing of & measure of him, swhich they
had not previously, by the fime he re-
turns to Washington. He jhas had a
Lig tussle over one great’ issue—the
tariff. He has set the wheels to turn-
ing in the Exscutive 1»@,_.-1“1@1[1;:. and
innugurated there the jdeag of admin-
istrution which he favers. This Win-
ter, from the very moment he gets back
into the White House again, thers will
be more large tasks, which were im-
posed us a result of the last National
campnign. The President’s suceess dur-
ing the season will afford o wider range
of vision and make practicable a con-
cludon regarding the papular*verdict.

His course during the lust two weeks
has brought the regi@ars’into closer
sympathy with him, 1e word coming
to Washington from many sources is all
one way In thls respeet.  In what has
been done the Pr(-sldent:huﬂ no criti=
clsm for the leaders ppon whom he re-
lied to have his plang executed, nlbeit
they may not always have gécomplished
as much as he wanted The President has
emphasized agnin nr&; aguin that old
principle of populny gGovernment thru
compromise. His Wlteéranees have been
Inn approval of Speaker Cannon, upon
whom and upon Senator Aldrich many
attacks are belng made during the
Autumn.

In the way of Presidentfal detraction
from Republican quarters the insur-
gents are making all the noise. They
are in the territory which the President
has just crossed. Predjetiong are thick

THE PRESIDENT IN THE WEST.

The Insurgent Papers Now Getting in Their Criticisms of the Various
Speeches—Time Can Only Tell as to the Real Effect—All the
Noise Made by the Insurgents—Senator La Follette—Pinchot
and Ballinger—Congress and the Water Powers.

from men of their view that the insur-
gonts will give the White House a wide
berth this Winter, and let the Presi-
dent go it alone. Those predictions may
comea true. During the
were not numerous among the White
House callers, for they were not in ac-
cord with the President’s plans for con-
ducting his Administration. He was
not unfriendly to them, as he took oc-
casion frequently to demonstrate. He
simply chose to conduct political affairs
thra regular rather than insurgent
channels.
Forecasting the Future,

The insurgent talk of the hour pro-
ceeds to the limit of advancing candi-
dates for the Presidency in 1912, which
should not be taken too seriously. It is
almost three years before another Re-
publican will be nominated for the
Presidency. A few days after Congress
had adjourned last August, Benator
Cummins, returning West, intimated to
some friends In Chicago that he might
be in the race next time. The insur-
gents are likely to continue their agi-
tation about winning Western States
for some other candidate than Presi-
lent Taft, and vet by the time the con-
vention assembles it may be hardly re-
membered that anyone else than Taft
was in the fleld,

There will be a less remaote political
influence, growing out of the Presi-
lent's refusal to recognize the insur-
gents further than to express gratitica-

m, as he did in one of his Western

seches, that they are staying in the
party. That will be upon the elections
of next vear. Insurgent officeholders,
coming up for another term, must face
the obstacle with votere of not being in
accord with the head of the party.
Their opponents will make the most
of it.

4 Follette |s likely to
m as much as any of
the Insurgent following., He will have
to fight for a re-clection to the Senats
next year. A stormy petrel in politics,
W Invariably has a great battle when
he runs for office. Now things have
come to such a pess that all his old
encmies and many new ones are center-
ing their forces upon him. He is out
openly criticizing the President regard-
ing tariff, and i= using the columns of
his weekly newspaper to that end. If

feel the O

i e
til. the | would
| than
ington State and down into Callfornia s
the kickers.in other States who have

: il

he wins a re-c¢lection in such a role, it

be a gréater feather in his cap
he haz ever worn hefore. If he
hould lose, it would greatly discourage

been trooping under his banner.

With a re-clection as Senator there Is
Mttle doubt that Mr. La Follette would
be raising the standard of his Presi-
dentinl eandidacy in several 3 iesippl
Valley Btates—in Wisconsin, Minnesota,
the Dakotas, JTowa, Kensas and Nebras-
He his long been strong In most
of those States, and there might be
gome vielng between him and the Pres-
ident for delegales to the next National
Conventlon.

Forester Pinchot.

The most notable political arrival of
the week in Washington Is sure to be
Chief Forester Pilnchot, now on the
train from Salt Lake City, where he
conferred with the President, and re-
ceived assurances that he was to be
retained in his present position. It has
long been expected that Mr. Pinchot
would stay, The FPresident's friends hnd
no ldea that he wounld dismiss an ofMcial
who has become so thoroly [dentified
with the conservation policies of the
GGovernment. The reports are that the
West ls mightily pleased that the Presi-
dent put his M. K. so amphatieally upon
Mr., Pinchat, #ven tho hiz plans to bring
AMr. Pinchot and Secretary of the In-
terior Ballinger together failed, and the
two would not even speak as they en-
countersd one another.

Wazhington likes Mr. Pinchot quite
as well as the West likes him. He is an
unpretentions - man, but thore and in-
Adustrions. The Forest Service, adminis-
tering the millions of acres of National
forests, I8 a model organization which
he hae bullt up, He spends most of the
time every Summer visiting these Na-
tional forests gathering ideas for im-
proved administration the while he as-
certning how the big force of men un-
der his official charge are attending to
their dutles. He gots & iday off now and
then for fishing, of which he is very
fond, and for hunting, altho that
form of sport does not appeal to him
s0 strongly

Flis visits to the Natjonal forests taks
him to some of the finest fishing and
hunting in all the Uinited States. He
knows, a5 well a8 the best sportsmen,
where filsh can be caught on the route
of hils Summer travels. He likes deep-
=zea fishing, and every season spends a
few dnya on t} His recent trip
to the Fu ome distunce out
from San Fran civ, wiuss to 4ry his hand
at hooking Pacific specimens. He has
fished on thie Pucific Ocenn all the way
from Washington State to Los Angeles,
an “an tell muny a gond story of his
experiences,

In ull probability the public will hear
very little more from Mr. Finchet ap-
pertaining 10 the famous Ballingsar con-
troversy. He is not the kind of a man
wheo feeds that character of official con-
tention, however determined he mayv be
in his own views Both he and Secre-
tary Ballinger have now baen assured
in the strongest terms of the Presi-
dant's confidence. The President has
promised publicly to ask Congress to

the methods of withdrawing

Aaiso

: ize
public lands from entry, which Mr. Pin-
chot has been following. He is accord-
ingly free to gettle down to the admin-
istration of his Buresu without any
worrles regarding his officlal future.

Will the Friction Continue?

The ullra-Rooseveltians hoped to
make the lssue between Pinchot and
Ballinger the means of breaking up the
President's Cabinet before it had zerved
a year. In that they seem to have been
disappointed. It probably does not
please Secretary Ballinger immensely to
have Forester Pinchot come off so
handsomely, even tho he (Ballinger)
has the President's letter absolutely jus-
tifying him in every particular for his
course. There will be no shaking of the
foundations if Pinchot and Ballinger
still refuse to speak as they pass or look
up into the sky, as they did at Salt
Lake City, when they happen in prox-
fmity. Whatever buslness the Bureau
of Forestry has with the Department of
tha Interior need not take Mr. Pinchot
over to the Sceretary’s office, The busi-
ness In any event has finnlly to be
transacted thru the office of Secretary
of Agriculture Wilson. The latter
hns sided with his subordinate during
the controversy that has i «d the Sum-
mer with criminations and reerimina-
tions. But “Tama Jim” Wilson has

Summer they |
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They're All Agreed.

kept on friendly terms with Mr. Bal-
linger. They sit immedlately opposite
each other at the President's Cabinet
table, and should be able to get along
amicably during the Winter.

Whether there will bhe any further

developments of importance in the con-
troversy, howaever, cannot be told. Ap-
parently the President has found a sit-
isfuctory course of pitclfication. There
will be many men on both sides*willing
to continue the quarrel for their own
enda, Some conservation enthusiasts
were beginning to bristle up, and their
attitude was menacing for the Presi-
dent. In a few weeks it wili become
plain whether most of them are satis-
fied.
Congress has been wrestling for two
or three sessions with questions affect-
ing the Federal control of water powers
on public lands. Those questions are
closely related to the Pinchot contro-
versy. Many bills, apart from any af-
fecting the right to wihhold public
lands from entry where water-power
sites are involved, will be pressed upon
committees of Senate and House.
conservation of water powers on the
National forests alone has brought up
troublesome pointe, on which Congress
has been asked to legislate. There are
matters of taxation, especinlly when the
power on a4 Niational forest Is transmit-
ted to distant towns and cities. With
the development of electric transmis-
slon many powers in the West are uti-
lized as far as 200 miles away.

Congress and the Water Powers.

Up to date Congress has taken prac-
tically no action, altho the representa-
tives of big power concerns have come
down to Washington for two or three
Winters, and there have been hot con-
tentlons before commitiecs about the
framing of legislation. These will re-
cur. In view of the contentions of the
past Summer, the public interest in this

ed. Chief Pinchot will push his claims
for adequate protection to the Govern-
ment’s interests and to prevent corpura-
tions from getling advantage thru any
general enactments.

The strife centers in properties thru-
out the Rocky Mountains and neigh-
boring ranges. There most of the Na
tional forests are located, and there
capitalists are showing very great
tivity in getting control of power sites,
The wealth of water powers In the Sler-
ra Mountaing, for example, Is =ald to
surpass many fold the wealth of min-
#rals there. The possibilities for de-
veloping Pacific Coast towns and cities
thru those powers are almost beyvond
omprehension.  Electricity has  bhe-
come a most merchantable commodity
for driving factories and mills and for
making Pacific Coast towns grow into
prosperous cities. One cannot ensily
mensure what the water pewers of the
Rockies over a large part of the reglon
from Colorado to the coast will do in
the course of 50 or 100 years toward
making great industrial and manufae-
turing States,. The prospects of trade
with the Orient have stimulated the ef-
forts to galn possession of sites, because
that section of the West is rich in raw
materials,. Once make manufacturing
there cheaper than it Is to the Fast, and
there will be a tremendous advantage
in making goods both for local con-
sumption and for export to countries on
the other side of the Pacific,

For which reasons, as long as the
Government owns =0 many valuable
wilter-power sites in that section the
questlons appertaining thereto are like-
Iy to come prominently before Adminls-
trations at Washington for many years,
Chief Pinchot claims a big trust |s al-
ready actively at work getting hold of
these sites, and many people believe he
known’vhut he is talking about.

THE SUPRENE COURT.

That Dignified Tribunal Com-
posed of Men of Advanced
Years.

ar

e i

The most conservative and =edate of
all the Government Institutions at the
seat of Government Is the first to go
inte action this Autumn. That is the
Supreme Court of the United States. It
begins ils sessions next Menday for the
Winter, and faces decisiona in a lot of
ern-making litigatlon. Since the in-
auguration of new policles and the en-
netment of sweeping laws, as well us
the enforcement of others that had been
dead letters upon the statute hook, the
tasks of the Supreme Court have grown
In number and magnitude.

It is now become a court of very old

The-,

prospective legislation will be augment- |

IJu.u!irvu_ nearly all of whom, however,
appear to be in fairly good health. Of
the nine men making the court Chief
Justice Fuller is in his 77th vear. He
gives careful and conscientious atten-
tion to the work, but s growing infirm,
Justice Harlan, the senior A<sociate of
the court, is also in his T7th vear. Both
men conld bave retired on rull salary
seven years ago, but there (s a tradie
tion that Chisf Justices all die in ofilce,
and Chief Justic- Fuller is & stickler for
the traditions of his high place. He has
novw served 21 years as Chi«f Justice,
and is the only Democrat st the head
of any one of the thres co-ordinate De-
partments of the Gevernment. Justica
tiarlan hns served in his present offies
32 years. He likes the =active work
which Keeps the court in Washington
only from: (etober to June, and prefers
it to the idle life that would rollow re-
tirement.

socinte

Justice Brewer, probably,

| active
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most popular member of the court,
T2 « eld, and s jast rounding
irs of service there
ired on full pay two v
like Justice Harlan,
life.

Justice White Is 64; Just'ce Pecke
ham 6%, within one year of retiring age;
Justice MeKenna, 66; Justice Holmes,
68: Justive Duy, 60; Justice Moody, 56.

He could
ATS ago,.
prefers the

| McKenna Is not in good health. Moody,

the youngest man on the eosurt, who
seemed to have a long and promising
career ahead of him, is very il with
rheumatism. He is at his homa In
Haverhill, Mass., wasted away to a
mere skeleton. His recovery is still
problematical. It is not likely that he
will return to work, at least for many
months, and perhaps not at all :luring
the courg year.

Burden on the Elder Men.

The burden of the court's responsi-
bility falls upon the senicr Jostices as
matters stand now. Harlan, Brewer,
White, Fuller and Peckham constitute
the strength of the tribunual. In the
very nature of things none of these ex-
cept Justice VWhite can have many years
more of active service. It is generally
understood that Justice Peckham will
retire a=s soon as he is eligib!

Justices Erown and Shiras, tihe «
living retired members of the court.

According to present prospuocts, seve
eral members of the court must be ap=
pointed within the next three vears, and

is within the probabilities that by

2 a mzjority of the Justices will ba

nparatively new men. So it is that
one of the very mportant matters
which President Taft may have to ¢con-
sider during his term of i is the
selection of men who will compose a
mnjority of this court of nine for many
years to come. It is the policy to name
men for Justices who will have a long
term of service ahead of them, and the
men wWhom the President will select
winy be the majority of the court for a
gquarter of a century.

Once nominated and confirmed., a
Judge of the Supreme Court s practi- |
cilly beyond any governmental author4
ity. He cannot be removed cxcept by
impeachment proceedings, and can
serve till death calls him unless he|
chouses otherwise, '

A Court of High Ability.

The ability of thre court as at present !
constituted ias not questioned, but as
the older Justices drop out there will be |
a very crying demand for the nomina- |
tion of men of very high capaeity fori
judicinl work. President Taft I8 ex-|
pected to meet that demand, for, have |
ing served himsell as a Circult Judge, |
he has ideals of what the Supreme
Court should be. He has been particue |
larly careful in the selection of Judges
for the Districe and Circuit Courts, and
does not allow politics to Influence hin.

The serious illness of Justice Moody |
Is regarded a3 very unfortunate, Jt
leaves only eight members of the court,
with the possibllity always present that
the court will be evenly divided. As
Justice Moody had served as Attorney-
Genernl bel he was elevated to thé
court, he has been unable to participate
in the consideration of a4 number of
s, because of having represented

Government in some of them at
eurlicr stuges, The last case of serlous
liness that Incapacitated one of the
Supreme Court Judges for quite a pe-
riod was= thiat of Justice Jackson, of
Tennessoe. He was [l for a long time,
following his appointment by President
Harrison, and died before he had had
any extended career as a member of
the court.

The usual visit of courtesy upon the
President at the convening of the court
for the October term will be omitted
this vear, because of the President's abe |
sence.  There are few formalities at-!
tending the resumption of business,
Many cases it argument, and with
little delny the round of arguments by
counsel will e begun in the little court

oince

the

room which in the older days was the
Chamber of the United States Senate. —




